
AN INTERESTING STUDY OF TYPHOID.
It is to be hoped that the outbreaks of typhoid fever,

which occur from time to time in various localities and
which are usually carefully analyzed in relation to cause,
are making a strong impression on the public. The infec-
tion is usually due to carelessness\p=m-\oftenin either water
or milk supply. An instructive report1 of a study of
the Palo Alto epidemic is just received; the milk was
at fault in this case. Of the total 236 cases in the epi-
demic, 216 used milk supplied by one dairyman; 16
others may have been secondary infection, although they
used milk supplied by the same milkman; 2 cases were
infected while away, and only 2 cases occurred without
known connection with the objectionable milk or with
previous cases. The portion of the pamphlet by Dr. W.
F. Snow on the source of infection in the milk supply
shows careful analysis and contains an interesting to-
pographic diagram on which is marked all the move¬

ments of milk and of those involved in its contamina¬
tion. The pamphlet is published as a public document
by the Palo Alto Board of Health and the facts brought
out—particularly the diagrams—ought to be effective
for good.

"SCIENTIFIC WORK MISREPRESENTED AND COMMER-
CIALIZED."

Two weeks ago we published in our Pharmacology
department an expos\l=e'\of the manner in which the M.
J. Breitenbach Company, for advertising purposes, had
made an abstract of the official report of the Porto Rico
Anemia Commission and had totally misrepresented the
conclusions reached by the commission in regard to
the value of a preparation which the Breitenbach Com-
pany are selling, called "pepto-mangan (Gude)." This
week we publish an official statement from the Porto
Rico Anemia Commission, which corroborates the state-
ment we made two weeks ago, except in unimportant
particulars. There is one sentence in the letter from
members of the commission which is worth noting:
Speaking of the fact that had they found the pepto-
manganates of superior value as blood regenerators they
would have said so, they add: "As it is, we have said
the contrary and wrote this company to that effect at
the time we became convinced of it." If the Breiten-
bach Company received this letter, then they must
have deliberately, not ignorantly, misrepresented the
commissioners' report.

MEDICAL ADVICE IN LAY PAPERS.
It is a pleasure to note an exception to the question-

able character of the departments which appear in vari-
ous lay publications giving advice on medical subjects.
One that has just come to our notice2 is worthy of com-
mendation\p=m-\ifthe initial number is a criterion of what
is to follow. In introducing the department the editor
remarks that, unless he is mistaken, "there are thous-

1. "Typhoid Fever Epidemic at Palo Alto, Cal. A report
made to the Palo Alto Board of Health." By J. C. L. Fish,
Assoc. M. Am. Soc. C. E., president of the board. Including an
Analysis of Reported Cases by Clelia Duel Mosher, M.D., and
Source of Infection of the Milk Supply by William Freeman Snow,M.D.

2. Word and Works, St. Louis, October, 1905.

ands of things which the people ought to know, which
the strictest ethics of the medical profession will ap-
prove. . . . We are not among those who think that
the medical fraternity is composed of men and women

who are entirely mercenary, and while we do not desire
or expect them to teach us how to do without a doctor,
we do believe, as a rule, that they are ready to co-operate
with us in things connected with our every-day life es-

sentially affecting our health and well-being." The
physician chosen as editor of the department says that
he proposes to conduct the department strictly
on ethical lines and makes the following most
appropriate quotation from the Principles of Eth¬
ics:2 It is the duty of physicians who are fre¬
quent witnesses of the great wrongs committed
by charlatans and of the injury to health and
even destruction of life caused by the use of their treat¬
ment, to enlighten the public on these subjects and to
make known the injuries sustained by the unwary from
the services and pretensions of artful impostors." He
therefore gives the following good advice : "Choose your
physician instead of letting him choose you" (by mak¬
ing a display in the community to attract attention).
"He should, first of all, be a Christian gentleman.
He should be a graduate of an accredited medical school,
and if he should happen to have a college degree, all the
better, as that is some evidence that he has had addi¬
tional mental training. He should be temperate; God
pity the man, woman or child who has to submit to the
ministrations of a doctor whose brain is clouded by
liquor or narcotics. . . . We have had considerable
to say about doctors, now a word about their remedies·
That the American people have become a nation of drug
guzzlers is, alas, too true, and a fact greatly to be de¬
plored. The daily press is not without sin in regard to
the habits of self-drugging by the people. They rec¬
ommend—at so much per line—the use of this or that
drug without knowing themselves the possible evil ef¬
fects which may be produced. The public ought to be
impressed with the fact 'that drugs are tools by which
the physician accomplishes a given end; and, like all
other experts' tools, should be handled by experts.' "
This and much more on the same subjects. The phy¬
sician in charge has laid a good series of premises and
we shall expect to see more solid sense in future issues,

THE DIRTY RESTAURANT KITCHEN.
It is commonly said that every man must eat his peckof dirt. If the truth were known, this might be found a

very mild statement. Some of us are unconsciouslyhabitual dirt eaters. If we could inspect the placeswhere our food is prepared, many of us would requirepowerful appetites to meet the occasion. This is par-
ticularly true of those who have to depend more or less
on public eating places. While there are undoubtedlyclean restaurant kitchens, there are a very great many
more that are far from meeting the simplest require-ments of tidiness and sanitation. Of course, the most
comfortable thing to do is to eat what is set before one
and ask no questions, but the possibilities for reform

2. The Principles of Medical Ethics of the American Medical
Association, Chap. iii, Sec. 4.
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should not be neglected. The suggestion that municipal
authorities inspect and enforce proper cleanliness and
sanitary requirements in public restaurants is well
worthy of attention. Moreover, the reform ought to be
easy. If it were known which restaurants are worthy
of public patronage in this respect, they would be likely
to get it to the disadvantage of those that are not.
There is a wide field for reform here not only in the
methods and material outfit of these establishments,
but also in their personnel.

THE HARVEY SOCIETY.
The Harvey Society of New York is described in its

constitution as "a society for the diffusion of the knowl-
edge of the medical sciences." The particular object,
judging from the program of its first course of lectures,
appears to be to bring the results of investigations in
the medical sciences directly to those engaged in the
practice of medicine as well as to others. The lectures
are given under the auspices of the New York Academy
of Medicine. The program1 of the course for 1905-6
includes lectures by Professor Hans Meyer on "Die
Theorie der Narcose ;" Professor Carl von Noorden,
"Modern Problems in Metabolism;" Professor F. G.
Novy, "Trypanosomes ;" Dr. R. A. Levene, "Autolysis;"
Professor W. H. Park, "A Critical Study of Serum
Therapy;" Professor L. F. Barker, "The Neurones;"
Professor F. S. Lee, "Fatigue ;" Professor L. B. Mendel,
"The Formation of Uric Acid;" Professor T. H. Mor-
gan, "Regeneration in Man and Other Vertebrates;"
Professor C. S. Minot, "The Nature and Cause of Old
Age;" Professor J. C. Webster, "Modern Views Regard¬
ing Placentation ;" Professor Theobald Smith, "Some
Phases of Tuberculosis," and Professor W. H. Howell,
"The Cause of the Heart Beat." This is certainly a dis¬
tinguished company, and the Harvey Society is con¬

gratulated on the solid attractiveness of its first annual
program. It was a happy idea to establish a society of
this kind and purpose. It means a new agency for the
popularization, especially among the medical men of
New York city, of the results of scientific investigation
in various fields of medical and also general interest.
Perhaps other medical centers may find it advantageous
to establish somewhat similar means for the same gen¬
eral purpose.

1. For dates, etc., see General News, this issue.

Physicians' Fees.—There is, it seems to me, one just plan
by which fees should be regulated. It is that the physician
should have an estimate of the value of his services, operative
or otherwise, fixed in his mind. The amount should be based
on his experience and skill. It should not be so low as to coax

away unjustly the patients of the younger and less experi¬
enced men of the profession. This fee should be lessened
when the financial position of the patient would make its
payment a serious burden. A well-to-do patient should pay
the full fee, which should be generous in order to recompense
the physician for his expensive education and hazardous life.
This fee, however, should not be increased because the serv¬
ices of the physician are utilized by a very wealthy person,
unless an unusual time is given to the service or an additional
responsibility is placed on the physician by reason of the
man's position.—John B. Roberts.

Medical News
GEORGIA.

Changes in Atlanta College Faculties.\p=m-\Dr. William S. Elkin
has been elected dean of the Atlanta College of Physicians andSurgeons, to succeed Dr. William S. Kendrick, and Dr. StephenT. Barnett, registrar; Dr. James B. Baird has been appointedprofessor of principles and practice of medicine; Dr. CharlesG. Giddings, professor of clinical medicine; Dr. E. Bates Block,professor of clinical medicine, and Dr. Cyrus W. Strickler, as-sociate professor of principles and practice of medicine. The
faculty proposes to erect a new building to cost $75,000, ofwhich $30,000 has already been subscribed.

New Medical School.\p=m-\TheAtlanta School of Medicine
opened October 3 in its temporary quarters in the Masons'Annuity Building with the following faculty: Dr. Howard J.
Williams, Macon, special lecturer on surgery; Dr. William S.Kendrick, professor of medicine; Dr. Charles D. Hurt, profes-
sor of therapeutics; Dr. George H. Noble, professor of abdom-inal surgery and clinical gynecology, dean of the faculty; Dr.
James M. Crawford, professor of diseases of the eye, ear.
nose and throat; Dr. Edward C. Davis, professor of gynecologyand obstetrics; Dr. Luther C. Fischer, professor of anatomyand clinical surgery; Dr. Edward G. Jones, professor of gyne¬cology and obstetrics, proctor of the faculty; Dr. Frank K.Boland, professor of operative and clinical surgery and dem¬
onstrator of anatomy; Dr. Hansell Crenshaw, professor ofmateria medica and chemistry; Dr. Stewart R. Roberts, pro¬fessor of physiology; Dr. James L. Campbell, professor of sur¬
gical anatomy and clinical surgery; Dr. William L. Champion,clinical professor of genitourinary diseases; Dr. Robert  
Ridley, Jr., clinical professor of diseases of the eye, ear, noseand throat; Dr. L. Benjamin Clarke, lecturer on diseases ofchildren, and Dr. James H. Crawford, assistant to chair of
diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat.

IDAHO.
State Society Meets.—The Idaho State Medical Society heldits annual meeting in Boise, October 5 and 6, under the presi¬dency of Dr. Robert L. Nourse, Hailey.
Personal.—Dr. Adolph Blitz, Boise, who has been ill at St.

Luke's Hospital with erysipelas, has recovered.-Dr. John
H. Messner, Lewiston, has been extradited to the state of
Washington, where he has been charged with arson.

Decides Against State Board.—The Supreme Court has de¬
cided that the refusal of the Board of Medical Examiners to
grant a license to Dr. J. B. Cooper, Blackfoot, was illegal, as
the applicant was legally engaged in the practice of medicine
and surgery under the law of 1887, and in accordance with
this decision Dr. Cooper was given a license.

ILLINOIS.
Diphtheria Epidemic—An epidemie of diphtheria is re

ported to have broken out at Carpentersville, Kane County.
Examination Postponed.—The examination of candidates for

the Cook County Hospital staff, which was to have been held
September 27, has been postponed.

Donates Hospital Site.—Dr. John W. Tope, Oak Park, has
agreed to purchase a site for the proposed Oak Park Hospital,consisting of six acres in Fair Oaks, in the northern part of
the village.

Doctors 111.—Dr. J. H. Porter, Clinton, has gone to Chicagoto be operated on for cholelithiasis.-Dr. Lorenzo A. Sny-der, Chicago Heights, is critically ill in a Chicago hospitalfrom appendicitis.
Maternity for Evanston Hospital.—A maternity hospital ad¬

joining the Evanston Hospital is to be built as a memorial
for the late Mrs. Elizabeth Williams, whose six children have
contributed $25,000 to the building fund.

Rattlesnakes as Security.—"Dr." White Eagle, an Indianitinerant, who was recently fined $100 in Blandinsville for
illegally dispensing medicine, left a box of rattlesnakes with
the authorities as security and has disappeared.

Familv Blamed for Death.—In the case of the late Hart¬
ford Wiltse, Momence, who died from typhoid fever, the
mother and sisters of the deceased, who are "eddyists," were
censured by the coroner's jury, whose verdict declared that
the man came to his death from tvphoid fever and that the
evidence showed lack of proper attention.

Antitoxin Aeents Appointed.—The secretary of the State
Board of Health has appointed antitoxin agents in various
counties of the state under the provision of the new law.
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